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LATE EDITION
Today, mild, periodic clouds and
sunshine, high 57. Tonight, cloudy, a
light breeze, low 44. Tomorrow,
cloudy, spotty drizzle late, breezy,
high 56. Weather map, Page A22.
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Brazil Installs
Lula as Leader;
Loser Is Absent

WATCHING CHINA,
U.S. POURS CASH
INTO CHIP MAKING

Bolsonaro Is in Florida
as Inquiries Mount

A COLD WAR IN TECH

By JACK NICAS
and ANDRÉ SPIGARIOL

BRASÍLIA — President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva took the reins of
the Brazilian government on Sunday in an elaborate inauguration,
complete with a motorcade, music
festival and hundreds of thousands of supporters filling the central esplanade of Brasília, the nation’s capital.
But one key person was missing: the departing far-right president, Jair Bolsonaro.
Mr. Bolsonaro was supposed to
pass Mr. Lula the presidential
sash on Sunday, an important
symbol of the peaceful transition
of power in a nation where many
people still recall the 21-year military dictatorship that ended in
1985.
Instead, Mr. Bolsonaro woke up
Sunday 6,000 miles away, in a
rented house owned by a professional mixed-martial-arts fighter
a few miles from Disney World.
Facing various investigations
from his time in his office, Mr. Bolsonaro flew to Orlando on Friday
night and plans to stay in Florida
for at least a month.
Mr. Bolsonaro had questioned
the reliability of Brazil’s election
systems for months, without evidence, and when he lost in October, he refused to concede unequivocally. In a sort of farewell
address on Friday, breaking
weeks of near silence, he said that
he tried to block Mr. Lula from taking office but failed.
“Within the laws, respecting the
Constitution, I searched for a way
out of this,” he said. He then appeared to encourage his supporters to move on. “We live in a democracy or we don’t,” he said. “No
one wants an adventure.”
On Sunday, Mr. Lula ascended
the ramp to the presidential offices with a diverse group of Brazilians, including a Black woman,
a disabled man, a 10-year-old boy,
an Indigenous man and a factory
worker. A voice then announced
that Mr. Lula would accept the
green-and-yellow sash from “the
Brazilian people,” and Aline
Continued on Page A6

Ramp-Up Is No Silver
Bullet in Push to Cut
Foreign Supplies
By DON CLARK
and ANA SWANSON

ERALDO PERES/ASSOCIATED PRESS

President Luiz Inácio Lula da Silva, fourth from left, arriving at the Palácio do Planalto with a group representing Brazil’s diversity.

‘I Am Ultra-MAGA’: Invention of Elise Stefanik Idaho Suspect
In 4 Murders
Representative Traded
Studied Killers
Ideals and Friends
By NICHOLAS CONFESSORE

Elise Stefanik had had enough.
In the wake of the 2018
midterms, the young congresswoman was sick of commuting to
Washington from upstate New
York and weary of dialing for campaign dollars. She was demoralized that Republican primary voters had spurned so many of the
women she had helped persuade
to run for Congress. She was annoyed that Alexandria OcasioCortez, the democratic socialist
who had displaced her that fall as
the youngest woman ever elected
to the House, had not shown her
the respect she felt was her due.
But it was bigger than that. For
years, Ms. Stefanik had crafted
her brand as a model moderate
millennial — “the future of hopeful, aspirational politics in America,” as her mentor, Paul Ryan,
would describe her in Time magazine. But as her third term un-

for Ambitions
folded, according to current or former friends and advisers, it was
becoming painfully clear that she
was the future of a Republican
Party that no longer existed. The
party was now firmly controlled
by Donald J. Trump, a populist
president she didn’t like or respect
— a “whack job,” as she once described him in a message obtained
by The New York Times. Fox
hosts attacked her for not supporting Mr. Trump enough. Her
friends criticized her for not opposing him more forcefully. You
don’t understand, she would tell
them. You don’t get how hard this
is. Democrats were back in charge
in the House. Mr. Ryan was gone,

driven into early retirement. She
told friends she was thinking of
joining him.
Instead she embarked on one of
the most brazen political transformations of the Trump era. With
breathtaking speed and alacrity,
Ms. Stefanik remade herself into a
fervent Trump apologist, adopted
his over-torqued style on Twitter
and embraced the conspiracy theories that animate his base, amplifying debunked allegations of
dead voters casting ballots in Atlanta and unspecified “irregularities” involving voting-machine
software in 2020 swing states. The
future of hopeful, aspirational
politics in America now assails
Democrats as “the party of Socialists, illegals, criminals, Communist Truth Ministers & media stenographers.” In the process, she
has rocketed from the backbench
to the party’s No. 3 House leadership job, presiding over the conContinued on Page A10

This article is by Nicholas BogelBurroughs, Rachel Sun, Mike Baker
and Serge F. Kovaleski.

MOSCOW, Idaho — About two
weeks before four University of
Idaho students were found
stabbed to death in a home near
campus, Bryan Kohberger was
sitting in a criminology class at a
college just a short drive away,
leaning into a conversation about
forensics, D.N.A. and other evidence prosecutors use to win convictions.
The 28-year-old graduate student seemed highly engaged in
the discussion, a former classmate recalled. It was a subject
that had long captivated Mr. Kohberger, who had researched the
mind-sets of criminals, studied
under a professor in Pennsylvania
known for her expertise on serial
killers and, for the last few
months, pursued a Ph.D. in criminology at Washington State University, about 10 miles from the
Idaho crime scene.
Less than two months later, Mr.
Kohberger would be the subject of
a criminal inquiry, arrested on Friday and charged with the murder
of the four Idaho students.
Investigators have yet to outline a motive, but the details
emerging about Mr. Kohberger’s
deep interest in the psychology of
Continued on Page A17

SAN FRANCISCO — In September, the chip giant Intel gathered officials at a patch of land
near Columbus, Ohio, where it
pledged to invest at least $20 billion in two new factories to make
semiconductors.
A month later, Micron Technology celebrated a new manufacturing site near Syracuse, N.Y.,
where the chip company expected
to spend $20 billion by the end of
the decade and eventually perhaps five times that.
And in December, Taiwan Semiconductor Manufacturing Company, or TSMC, hosted a shindig in
Phoenix, where it plans to triple
its investment to $40 billion and
build a second new factory to create advanced chips.
The pledges are part of an enormous ramp-up in U.S. chip-making plans over the last 18 months,
the scale of which has been likened to Cold War-era investments
in the space race. The boom has
implications for global technological leadership and geopolitics,
with the United States aiming to
prevent China from becoming an
advanced power in chips, the
slices of silicon that have driven
the creation of innovative computing devices like smartphones and
virtual-reality goggles.
Today, chips are an essential
part of modern life even beyond
the tech industry’s creations, from
military gear and cars to kitchen
appliances and toys.
Across the nation, more than 35
companies have pledged nearly
$200 billion for manufacturing
projects related to chips since the
spring of 2020, according to the
Semiconductor Industry Association, a trade group. The money is
set to be spent in 16 states, including Texas, Arizona and New York,
on 23 new chip factories, the expansion of nine plants, and investments from companies supplying
equipment and materials to the industry.
The push is one facet of an industrial policy initiative by the Biden administration, which is dangling at least $76 billion in grants,
tax credits and other subsidies to
encourage domestic chip production. Along with providing sweeping funding for infrastructure and
clean energy, the efforts constitute the largest U.S. investment in
manufacturing arguably since
World War II, when the federal
Continued on Page A19

Waste Mixes With Warm Water,
Blighting the Shores of Cape Cod
PHOTOGRAPHS BY BETHANY MOLLENKOF FOR THE NEW YORK TIMES

For generations, the mystery of human life has been wrestled by philosophers and scientists, felt by mothers and midwives.

When Does Life Start? A Post-Roe Conundrum.
By ELIZABETH DIAS

It was the perfect ornament for Christmas, she thought — the photograph from
the doctor of those little circles, those early
cells dividing.
Tina Mody followed every moment when
she became pregnant two years ago. The
I.V.F. process meant she knew exactly
when the egg met the sperm, and when the
cells implanted in her uterus. She tracked
the morphology of the embryo, its size and
shape, thrilled when all looked perfect. She

NATIONAL A8-19

Hochul Is Inaugurated
Gov. Kathy Hochul, the first woman to
be a full-term New York governor,
vowed to make the state safer. PAGE A19

Question That Goes Beyond
Politics, Law and Science
started a nursery, and listened for when she
would hear the first sound of a heartbeat.
This is my daughter, she thought. She
named her Maya.
On her way to her 16-week pregnancy appointment, she started bleeding. She lost
her beloved Maya in the emergency room.

Then she had to have a surgical evacuation
procedure to remove the placenta before
she bled out.
“I can’t tell you exactly when I pinpoint
the moment that I think Maya is a person,”
said Dr. Mody, a pharmacist. “Because to
me and my wife, we think so much of her as
the hopes and the dreams that we want in
this child.”
“To us, she is alive. She was alive,” she
said.
The question of life and when it begins
Continued on Page A9

By CHRISTOPHER FLAVELLE

MASHPEE, Mass. — Ashley K.
Fisher walked to the edge of the
boat, pulled on a pair of thick black
waders, and jumped into the river
to search for the dead.
She soon found them: the encrusted remains of ribbed mussels, choked in gray-black goo that
smelled like garbage and felt like
mayonnaise. The muck on the bottom of the Mashpee River gets
deeper every year, suffocating
what grows there. It came up to
Ms. Fisher’s waist. She struggled
to free herself and climb back
aboard.
“I did not think I was going to
sink down that far,” said Ms.
Fisher, Mashpee’s director of natural resources, laughing. Her officers once had to yank a stranded
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Rituals for a Pope Emeritus

Aiming for Under 20% Down

Planning a funeral for Benedict XVI
presents the Vatican with thorny questions, as it is the first such ceremony for
a retired pontiff.
PAGE A6

Facing high interest rates and home
prices, some buyers have only a small
down payment to offer. But they still
have plenty of options. This guide lists
some of the best.
PAGE B1

Drastic Protests Over Climate
Activists have been blocking traffic in
Germany, placing attention on a global
crisis but angering the public. PAGE A4
OBITUARIES B5-6

SPORTS D1-8

An N.B.A. Star’s Home Team
Shai Gilgeous-Alexander receives offseason help from childhood friends in
Hamilton, Ontario, above.
PAGE D1

Rising Crime Prompts Curfew

A Voice Both Sweet and Sultry

Where Pelé Became Pelé

In Eudora, Ark., a recent gun death
crystallized the frustration over violence that had been building. PAGE A8

Anita Pointer served as the lead vocalist on many of the Pointer Sisters’ Top
40 hits. She was 74.
PAGE B5

In Santos, Brazil, people recalled a
friend and neighbor who never forgot
them during a long career. PAGES D6-7

Covid Misinformation Lingers
Doctors are exasperated by the persistence of false and misleading claims
about the virus. The constant barrage
has made it increasingly difficult for
accurate advice to surface.
PAGE B1
OPINION A20-21

Katie Couric

PAGE A20

resident out of the gunk by tying
him to a motorboat and opening
the throttle.
The muck is what becomes of
the poisonous algae that is taking
over more of Cape Cod’s rivers
and bays each summer.
The algal explosion is fueled by
warming waters, combined with
rising levels of nitrogen that come
from the antiquated septic systems that most of the Cape still
uses. A population boom over the
past half-century has meant more
human waste flushed into toilets,
which finds its way into waterways.
More waste also means more
phosphorus entering the Cape’s
freshwater ponds, where it feeds
Continued on Page A14

ARTS C1-6

Finding an Audience
Worries about the Met Opera’s future
were stilled, for a while at least, at a
staging of “Fedora,” with, above, Piotr
Beczała and Sonya Yoncheva. PAGE C1
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