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Criminal charges dropped against ex-policeman in assault case

Officer accused of punching, kicking
a man on a bicycle in incident
partly captured on camera.

Tess Williams
Anchorage Daily News

Federal and state prosecutors have
dropped all criminal charges against a
former Anchorage police officer accused
of punching, kicking and unlawfully arrest-
ing a man in exchange for the promise he
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won't seek a law enforcement job again.

Cornelius Aaron Pettus, in a 2019 inci-
dent partly captured on camera, was ac-
cused of assaulting Samuel Allen, then 49,
outside Allen’s home after serving him a
citation for riding a bicycle without lights,
according to court documents filed in the
case.

The charges against Pettus, which
ranged from misdemeanor assault to civ-
il rights violations and falsification of re-
cords during a federal investigation, were

dismissed by agreements reached in both
state and federal cases.

Under the dismissal agreements, Pet-
tus was required to resign from the An-
chorage Police Department, surrender his
law enforcement certification, and agree
not to seek employment in the field in any
state. He resigned in June.

Another Anchorage police officer pres-
ent at the encounter, Deorman Stout,
was indicted on a charge of tampering
with public records. According to the
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indictment, Stout “made a false entry in
or falsely altered” a police report related
to the encounter with Allen. The charge
against Stout was also dismissed in ex-
change for his cooperation on the case,
prosecutors say. He is still an officer at the
department, an APD spokeswoman said.

A separate civil lawsuit involving Pettus
is still active.

Allen filed that lawsuit against Pettus,

See PETTUS, A3

State wants
to repeal
law aimed
at curbing
health care
costs

Doctors, medical association
fear removal would expose
customers to higher prices;
major insurer wants it gone.

Annie Berman
Anchorage Daily News

State officials want to repeal a
policy established nearly 20 years
ago to protect Alaskans from sur-
prise medical bills that’s now being
blamed for soaring health care costs

in the state.

Some, like the Alaska State Med-
ical Association and numerous phy-
sicians, say repealing the rule would
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Millie Forbess leads Danielle Leader over a jump while competing in the seventh and final AMMC Racing Youth Snocross event of the season at the Palmer State Fair-
grounds on Sunday, with a Colony barn and Matanuska Peak as a backdrop.

remove an important consumer
protection and could lead to higher
health care costs for patients and
fewer specialists, particularly in ru-
ral Alaska.

But one of the largest insurance
companies in the state wants the
rule to go, claiming that it has ac-
tually contributed to Alaska’s high
health care costs by incentivizing
health providers to raise prices over
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Leadership issues spur Anchorage School

Board to weigh charter school takeover

time.

The Alaska Division of Insurance
just finished taking public comment
on the complicated piece of health
care legislation known as the 80th
percentile regulation.

That unwieldy label reflects the
fact that the regulation requires in-
surance companies to pay 80% of
the market rate for any health care
service whether or not the service is

See HEALTH CARE, A16
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School district calls Family
Partnership’s governing
committee ‘fundamentally
dysfunctional.

Morgan Krakow
Anchorage Daily News

Anchorage School District
officials are recommending that
the district take over a local
charter school and transition it

to a district alternative school
because of leadership issues
among its volunteer governing
board that officials say have fes-
tered for years.

Many families and sup-
porters of Family Partnership
Charter School say dissolving
the charter would change what
they love most about the school,
affecting their agency to make
specific choices about their stu-
dents’ education.

Daunting recovery underway in

Family Partnership is a kin-
dergarten through 12th grade
public charter school that has
roughly 1,700 enrolled students.
The school supports families in
homeschooling their children,
allows students to take early col-
lege courses and online classes,
and facilitates field trips as well
as workshops with other homes-
chooled students.

Like all district charter
schools, Family Partnership is
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governed by a body called the
Academic Policy Committee,
or APC. That governing board,
according to a memo from the
school district, has breached its
charter, broken the law and “en-
gaged in incessant infighting,”
and its conduct is “unprofes-
sional, unproductive and does
not support the mission of the
Family Partnership school.”

See CHARTER SCHOOL, A4
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tornado-devastated Mississippi

At least 25 killed as
massive storm hit with
little warning late Friday.

At least 25 people were
killed and dozens of others
were injured in Mississip-
pi as the massive storm
ripped through more than a
half-dozen towns late Friday.
A man was also killed in Al-
abama after his trailer home
flipped over several times.

“Everything I can see
is in some state of destruc-
tion,” said Jarrod Kunze,
who drove to the hard-hit
Mississippi town of Roll-
ing Fork from his home
in Alabama, ready to help

Michael Goldberg
and Emily Wagster Pettus
Associated Press

ROLLING FORK, Miss.
— Help began pouring into
one of the poorest regions
of the U.S. after a deadly
tornado tore a path of de-
struction for more than an
hour across a long swath of
Mississippi, even as furious
new storms Sunday struck
across the Deep South.

See RECOVERY, A16

T 0 CORTEZ / Associated Press
Ezell Williams cries while talking about the damage caused to his
properties and those of his neighbors, on Sunday in Rolling Fork,
Miss., where a tornado swept through the town two days earlier.
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INDEX & WEATHER Mostly cloudy with a high of 40, low of 28 STAY CONNECTED

CONTACT US

ADN.COM

AskAmy ............ A3 Nation &World . . ... A7,8 Sports........... A9,10 FACEBOOK.COM/ANCHORAGEDAILYNEWS HOME DELIVERY: 907-257-4400 Print subscribers get full
Classifieds. .. . ... A13,14  NYT Crossword. ... ... Al4  Weather ............ A8 TWITTER.COM/ADNDOTCOM NEWS TIPS: NEWSTIPS@ADN.COM access to all the news and
Comics, Puzzles. .. A11,12 Opinion............. A5 info, activate today: :
INSTAGRAM.COM/ANCHORAGEDAILYNEWS PLACE AN AD: 907-257-4242 adn.com/subscribe : 73621600001
7] ]
. & " | :
7] L 4 Ly . 4 |
-
a2 L
B AMERICAN .
i LEATHER el
H ==
: DESIGN YOUR
| COMFORT
WITH ENDLESS POSSIBILITIES
MAR 3 - 27
I 10%OFF ALL SLEEPERS
= V| e
- |

- scanhome
furnitiire

1983 - 2023

N
45:/“9 100 W 34TH AVE | 907-562-6911 | SCANHOME.COM | (fSCANHOMEAK | @®SCANHOME_AK

TR WA ] A s . ]



