Is Baylor’s No. 1 seed in
NCAA Tournament at risk?
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BUTTIGIEG ENDING

PRESIDENTIAL BID
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Pete Buttigieg burst onto the scene with a blitz of national media a year ago and impressive fundraising. MARK HUMPHREY/AP

Departure reflects growing pressure among moderate I
Dems to consolidate in effort to blunt rise of Sanders

Thomas Beaumont, Meg Kinnard
and Steve Peoples
ASSOCIATED PRESS

WASHINGTON - Pete Buttigieg, who
rose from being a small-town Midwest-
ern mayor to a barrier-breaking, top-
tier candidate for the Democratic presi-
dential nomination, is ending his cam-
paign.

Three people with knowledge of But-
tigieg’s decision told The Associated
Press he began informing campaign
staff on Sunday. They were not autho-
rized to speak publicly and requested
anonymity.

The decision came a day after one of
Buttigieg’s leading rivals, former Vice
President Joe Biden, scored a resound-
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Inside ing victory in

South  Carolina
As Super Tuesday  that sparked new
approaches, pressure on the

Biden and Sanders
on a collision
course. 8A

party’s moderate
wing to coalesce
behind Biden.

Buttigieg had
been critical of Biden, charging that the
77-year-old lifelong politician was out
of step with today’s politics. But his
criticism had shifted in recent days
more toward front-runner Bernie Sand-
ers, a polarizing progressive who was
benefiting from the sheer number of
candidates dividing up the moderate
vote.

See BUTTIGIEG, Page 2A
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Despite robust
organizations in lowa and
New Hampshire and
supporters who included
an influx of former
independents and
Republicans, Buttigieg
failed to overcome daunting
questions about his ability
to draw African American
support key to the
Democratic base.
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The Abby and Libby Memorial park is
expected to have three ball diamonds
as a tribute to Abby Williams and
Libby German, Delphi Middle School
eighth-graders killed while hiking
trails near Delphi in February 2017.
DAVE BANGERT/JOURNAL & COURIER

NBA grant
for Abby &
Libby park
resonates on
many levels

Girls’ families touched
by $50K contribution

Dave Bangert Lafayette Journal & Courier
USA TODAY NETWORK

DELPHI — When a representative of
the NBA All-Star 2021 Host Committee
called from Indianapolis to congratu-
late the L&A Park Foundation as one of
21 grant winners tied to next year’s
game, Eric Erskin did some quick
math.

Not just on the $50,000 coming to
the Delphi nonprofit and its $1 million
dream of a sports complex and com-
munity park, built to honor the memo-
ry of Abby Williams and Libby Ger-
man. The friends were Delphi Commu-
nity Middle School eighth-graders in
2017 when they were killed while hik-
ing a popular trail near the Carroll
County town.

But the timing of the All-Star Lega-
cy Grant — along with the $2,100 schol-
arship that will go to a student in Del-

See NBA GRANT, Page 2A

Reminder to readers

The Journal & Courier will change
formats starting Tuesday. The
newspaper will increase in size,
returning to a traditional broad-
sheet format.
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Loans provided by GreenSky on approved credit, for a limited time. Repayment terms vary from 12 to 144 months. Interest waived if repaid in 12 months. Rates as low as 4.99% for fixed (non-interest free plans) and
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Weather

High 49° I Low 32°
Cloudy. Forecast, 11A

Fragile Afghan deal hits snag South Bend inquiry results due

Afghanistan president says decision
belongs to his government. 8A

Findings of investigation into fatal
shooting by police officer to be
released this week. 5A
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