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By Cliff Clark
cclark @sentinelandenterprise.com

LEOMINSTER » The School De-
partment Wednesday released
its three preliminary plans to re-
opens school in the fall, offering
guidance for a full reopening for
all students, a hybrid model that
combines in-school and remote
learning and completely remote
learning.
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SENATE WANTS STUDY PANEL

Will a new state
seal get stamp

ol approval?

By Chris Lisinski
State House News Service

Massachusetts senators unan-
imously agreed Tuesday that a
panel should suggest a new state
seal to replace the 122-year-old
version that Native Americans
largely view as symbolizing
white supremacist violence.
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MASSACHUSETTS
House votes to
extend session

Lawmakers made the rare
move Wednesday and now
look to the Senate. Pace 2a

The Senate voted 39-0 to ap-
prove a Sen. Jason Lewis resolve
forming a special commission
tasked with designing a new seal
and state motto and with study-
ing ways that the existing ver-
sion, which depicts a Native man
standing beneath a disembodied
arm and sword, “may be unwit-
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Fed agents begin to

pull back in Portland

President Trump has
ordered some on standby in
light of protests. pace 5a
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The Massachusetts state flag flies in front of Boston City Hall in
2016. Senators want a panel to study changing the image on the
flag to be more racially sensitive.

School Committee today at 6
p.m., a decision will be made on
which model to use.

“In creating a remote learning
plan, hybrid plan and a full re-
opening, our district team put
forth family and staff surveys,
held multiple virtual community
forums, participated in webinars
and organized working teams to
better inform decision making,”

SCHOOLS » 8A

20 new

deaths
reported

By Aaron Curtis
acurtis@lowellsun.com

BOSTON » State health officials
reported 356 confirmed cases of
COVID-19 and 29 confirmed
deaths from the virus on
Wednesday, bringing the death
toll statewide to 8,360.

The 356 confirmed cases an-
nounced Wednesday by the state
Department of Public Health is
the highest total reported in July
and brings the statewide total to
109,096.

For the first time in approxi-
mately a month, the seven-day
weighted average of the state’s
positive test rate reached 2%, ac-
cording to Wednesday’s data re-
leased by the DPH.

Despite the increase, Wednes-
day’s figure remains significant-
ly lower than its peak of 16.6% on
May 1.

There are 390 people current-
ly hospitalized with the virus, in-
cluding 62 who are in intensive
care and 23 who are intubated.
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Yesterday’s question results (43 votes)
Should President Trump attend Rep. John Lewis’ funeral?
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