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#1 Sellmg Walk-In Tub__

Featuring our EXClusive Shower Pa cka ge

*With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub
purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase.
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*Subject to credit approval, with the purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub or Shower. Not applicable with any previous walk-in tub or shower
purchase. Safe Step Walk-In Tub is neither a broker nor a lender. Financing is provided through third-party lenders unaffiliated with Safe Step
Walk-In Tub, LLC under terms and conditions arranged directly between the customer and such lender. All subject to credit requirements and
satisfactory completion of finance documents. Any finance terms advertised are estimates only. Offer available in select markets, not available in
Canada. Participating dealers only. Other restrictions may apply

Now you can finally have all of the soothing benefits of a relaxing warm bath, or enjoy a convenient refreshing shower while seated or
standing. Introducing Safe Step Walk-In Tub’s exclusive Shower Package!
v First and only walk-in tub available with a customizable shower

J' ) v Fixed rainfall shower head is adjustable for your height and pivots to offer a seated shower option
v" Now with 10 Hydro Jets, 16 Air Bubble Jets, and MicroSoothe® Advanced Air Therapy System
v High-quality tub complete with a comprehensive lifetime warranty on the entire tub
v Top-of-the-line installation and service, all included at one low, affordable price
Now you can have the best of both worlds-there isn’t a better, more affordable walk-in tub!

15% Off

Free Shower
Package puact

T safes!

WhySafeStep.com

269-263-2008
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Governor signs
change to Mich.

third grade
reading law

Clara Hendrickson
Detroit Free Press
USA TODAY NETWORK

Gov. Gretchen Whitmer signed a bill Friday that
strikes from law a requirement to hold back third
graders who fail a reading proficiency test.

“Today, we are taking action to put power back
into parents’ hands so they can work with their
child’s teachers and make decisions that are best for
their family,” Whitmer said in a statement. “Getting
this done will offer parents more flexibility and en-
sure educators can focus on doing what they do best
— helping students reach their full potential.”

Senate Bill 12 passed with the support of every
Democratic lawmaker along with two Republican
lawmakers in the state Senate — state Sens. Ruth
Johnson, R-Holly, and Joe Bellino, R-Monroe — and
GOP state Rep. Timmy Beson, R-Bay City, in the state
House.

State Sen. Dayna Polehanki, D-Livonia, the bill
sponsor and a former teacher, called Michigan’s
reading law “state-mandated mass flunking of third
grade students based on one reading test score.”

She said in a floor speech ahead of the vote in the
state Senate that the retention requirement in the
law was implemented unequally with students of
color and those in lower-performing districts more
likely to be held back a year. She stressed her bill

See READING LAW, Page 2A

The third-grade classroom for struggling readers at
Detroit Premier Academy was divided into stations.
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of aircraft

WMU College of Aviation Dean Raymond Thompson speaks during the dedication of two T-34 aircraft to the
Hooligans Flight Team at Western Michigan University’s College of Aviation in Battle Creek on Dec. 2, 2022.

PHOTOS BY BECCA MAHON/BATTLE CREEK ENQUIRER

WMU College of
Aviation to soar
‘to the next level’

Greyson Steele
Battle Creek Enquirer
USA TODAY NETWORK — MICHIGAN

BATTLE CREEK — Western Michigan University’s
College of Aviation is ready to reach new heights with
anew fleet of aircraft, courtesy of a multimillion-dol-
lar investment from the WMU Foundation.

On Thursday, the WMU Board of Trustees ap-
proved a WMU Foundation loan of up $20 million to
support the purchase of up to 32 new primary training
aircraft as well as a Super Decathlon training aircraft
used to develop specialized skills.

The investment will allow the college to replace its
aging fleet with the latest technology in the field and
will also expand the college’s training capabilities at a
time when demand for pilots is ever increasing.

“When we acquired our previous fleet of Cirrus air-
craft, Western stood out for the type of training and
skills students were able to develop because of the
quality of the planes and the high level of technology
we equipped them with,” Raymond Thompson, dean
of Western’s College of Aviation, said in a release. “It
was essential to moving us up to a top three aviation
program in the country. This next fleet will take us to
the next level.”

The College of Aviation will sell its existing fleet of
28 planes to help defray the cost of the new aircraft.
The purchase of the new fleet and sale of the existing
aircraft will occur over several years, according to
documents included in Thursday’s meeting agenda.

The estimated cost for the new fleet is roughly $18.3
million, with a net cost after sales of existing aircraft
of about $10.6 million, per the documents.

“We’re very appreciative of the WMU Foundation
for helping to make this happen,” Thompson said.

Western Michigan UnlverS|ty s College of Aviation in
Battle Creek on March 24.

“We’re very appreciative of the WMU
Foundation for helping to make this
happen.”

Raymond Thompson
Dean of Western’s College of Aviation

“Being able to purchase the new aircraft rather than
lease them allows us to start building equity right
away and ultimately save money, which is a win for
the University and for our students.”

Thompson expects the first round of new aircraft to
arrive on campus in 2024.

“This investment means we will continue to attract
the best and brightest students to apply to Western
Michigan University’s aviation program because we
make these kinds of investments in equipment and
educational experiences,” Thompson said. “At the end
of the day, it’s hard to beat the look on the face of a
student who’s going to be the first one in one of these
new airplanes. That’s an exciting moment.”

Contact reporter Greyson Steele at gsteele@battle-

Get the latest news, sports and more

See today’s top headlines, local breaking news, area
scores, things to do and subscriber exclusives at
battlecreekenquirer.com.

Volume 123 | No. 244
Home delivery pricing inside
Subscribe 800-333-4139

creekenquirer.com
©2023 $2.00 ‘ ‘ “ “

40901700344



